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“Social Justice in Islamic Revival: 
Utopian Ideals and Lived Realities”

Near Eastern Languages & Cultures (NELC) 597.01
Course Syllabus 
The Ohio State University, Winter 2010
Class Meeting Time:


Class Meeting Location:


Instructor:


Morgan Y. Liu, Ph.D.



Office Hours:
 

Thursdays 11:00am – 1:00pm, and by appointment

Email:



liu.737@osu.edu
Phone:


614-292-5619



FAX:


    
614-292-1262

Office Location:  

331 Hagerty Hall

Mailbox:   


300 Hagerty Hall, NELC Department office
Course Description:  Examination of modern Islamic revival movements in selected Muslim-majority societies.

This course is intended to satisfy the GEC requirement for Category 5.  Capstone: Issues of the Contemporary World.
Goals:  

By drawing upon multiple disciplines, Issues of the Contemporary World coursework provides a capstone experience that helps students enrich their experiences of the increasingly global nature of the contemporary world.  
Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to contemporary issues.
2. Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between information derived from different disciplines by interacting with students from different majors.
3. Students write about or conduct research on the contemporary world. 
Expected Learning Outcomes for NELC 597.01:

Students who successfully complete this course will have examined the modern Islamic revival movement as it is being variously experienced in three contemporary Muslim-majority societies.  In doing so students will be able to synthesize and apply knowledge from a variety of sources and disciplines, including ethnographic and cultural studies, the religious manifestos of influential Islamic revivalist thinkers, analytical articles on key figures and movements; newspaper articles with accounts from across the Muslim-majority world; documentary films, and fiction films.  Students will in addition be able to demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between information derived from different disciplines by interacting with students from different majors.  Finally, students will have a number of opportunities to write about this significant but poorly understood global phenomenon of the contemporary world.
Rationale:

Islamic revival throughout much of the Muslim-majority world since the mid-20th century has promoted Islam as the supreme guide the political, economic, social, and cultural organization of an entire society.  Especially in our world after 9/11, outsiders usually see Islamic revival as an extremist, or even terrorist, ideology inherently opposed to modernity and the West.  But these movements vary a great deal, and most have a constructive goal: bringing social justice to societies plagued with poverty, oppression, and corruption.  Many of them value modern science, technology, economic development, and even democracy.  These values often mean different things to them than to those in the West, and one needs to understand what Muslims mean by these as they describe what a good society looks like in their eyes.

We will take a close look at modern Islamic revival movements in this Capstone course.  We examine both utopian ideals (in the religious manifestos of influential Islam revivalist leaders about society and justice), and lived realities (in ethnographies and films showing how revival communities actually live).  We consider how and why these ideals translate to realities, or fail to do so.  Do Islamic revivalists actually have a viable vision of good society for the world today founded on justice and virtue?  Does their vision pose a credible alternative to the Western model founded on individual freedom, consumer capitalism, and democracy?  These are some of the most urgent global questions underlying the contemporary world’s political and social dilemmas at the start of the 21st century.

Course materials include 3 ethnographic books giving an on-the-ground view of societies recently shaped by Islamic revival in Egypt, Turkey, and Iran (the most populous countries of the Middle East); excerpts from the writings of Islamic revivalist thinkers; analytical articles on key figures and movements; newspaper articles with accounts from across the Muslim-majority world; documentary films, and fiction films.  

Course requirements include regular readings, 3 short essays, a final essay, discussion leading once in the quarter, presenting your final paper arguments to the class, and active class participation every meeting.  

Prerequisites:

Minimum rank 4 is required, along with the ability (appropriate to that rank) to read academic writing critically and express yourself clearly in writing and orally.  No special background in Islam, the Islamic world, or the Middle East is presumed, but any knowledge about those would allow you to get more out of the course.  One or two undergraduate courses in any subject in the Humanities or Social Sciences are highly recommended for the critical thinking skills.  No foreign languages are needed; all readings are in English, and films subtitled in English.  Talk to me if you are interested in the course but have doubts about your preparedness.

 Requirements and Grading:

Class Participation:

20%

Discussion Leading:

10%

3 Short Essays:

30%

Final Essay:


40%
· Participation is the key to doing well in the course.  It means:

· Do the assigned readings.  I cannot overstress the importance of this.  

· Pace yourself between our class meetings.  Don’t do last minute reading.  

· Read “proactively” and selectively.  Refer to my handout: “How to Read an Academic Book or Article”. (on course website)

· Actively participate in class discussion.  

· Be prepared to discuss the readings in class.  Bring any notes taking during reading to class.  

· I realize some students naturally don’t talk much in class.  But try to speak up a few times during the quarter, ask questions, or talk to me outside of class – show me you are engaged with the material and with other students on the issues: that’s participation.

· Our goal is to interpret the material critically together and respond to others’ arguments.  Much of our learning in this course will come from class interactions. You’ll be graded for your conscientious engagement with the material and other students, not how much you already know, or how smart you appear in discussion.  

· Discussion Leading
· You will be required to sign up for 1 day during the quarter to lead the discussion on the readings due for that day.  There will be a 2 or 3-person team doing this for each day after the first week of the course, so you will prepare them collaboratively.

· This means reading the materials thoughtfully, identifying the important themes, and crafting productive questions for class discussion, which you will lead.  Link the current reading to past readings, lectures, and themes of the course.

· You’ll be graded on your preparedness and grasp of the significance of the readings.  Refer to my handout “How to Lead Discussion”. (on course website)

· Short Essays

· Three short take-home essays of about 2-3pp each will be due every couple of weeks or so during the quarter.  You’ll get the questions a week before the hardcopies are due in class.  

· The questions will ask you to briefly explain the main arguments of recently-done readings, perhaps in comparison with other course materials (previous readings, in-class films, lectures, or class discussions).  You will also offer some of your own analysis, interpretation, or well-argued opinion on them.

· Late submissions will be downgraded for each day late.  If a legitimate circumstance prevents timely submission, contact me as soon as possible.

· Final Essay

· A longer essay of about 8-10pp due in CARMEN Dropbox after the last day of class.  You will receive the questions about 2 weeks before this is due.  

· Details about format will be in document “Course Essay Guidelines” on web, which also has suggestions about how to write an expository essay well.

· The questions will be about broad concerns in the course, and ask you to analyze them comparatively using different readings in the course, as well as films, lectures, and class discussions.  You will have some latitude on what you choose to focus on, and what argument you wish to advance with evidence from the course materials.

· You’ll also present your paper ideas and arguments verbally to the class during the last week, so others can benefit from your insights, and you can get feedback from everyone else.

· Late submissions will be downgraded for each day late.  If a legitimate circumstance prevents timely submission, contact me as soon as possible.

Policies

Absences: I follow the “no-excuse” rule – you are allowed 2 absences to class without penalty, no questions asked.  This is meant to cover illness, family situations, etc.  

· Beyond that, absences will negatively affect your overall grade, up to 5% per unexcused.  If an unusual, lasting situation arises, please let me know, ahead of time if possible, and I will use my discretion to decide whether those absences will be excused, or how much grade penalty applies (up to the 5% per incident).  

· Also, let me know now about expected absences from religious holidays ahead of time.  These are excused, and do not count to the “no-excuse” limit of 2.

· I will take attendance every class (but that’s also to get to know each others’ names).

Lateness: repeated lateness (every 3 or 4 instances) will be counted as absence.

Class Cancellation: In the unlikely event of class cancellation due to emergency, I will email and request that a note by place on the classroom door.  It is a good idea always to check your email the morning before each class.

Academic Misconduct Policy

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Plagiarism: I and the university take plagiarism very seriously. 

· Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own.  It includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.

· All suspected cases will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct, in accordance with university rules.  I may use new anti-plagiarism software to check for undocumented source material.

· Substantiated cases would mean a failing grade in this course.

· Collaboration and sharing ideas, however, is a good thing.  Just make sure you acknowledge your sources with footnotes in your writings.  And do something with the ideas of others: evaluate them, relate them to other ideas, argue for or against them, give your own examples illustrating them, etc. 
Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Studies is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
In-class conduct: I expect we will treat each other with respect in the classroom, both in behaviors and manner of discussions.  

· Please do not read (newspapers, non-course books, email, websites, etc.) during class.  

· Typing on devices is permitted only for notetaking.  I will forbid any device for the rest of the course if I find you doing anything other than notetaking.
· Keep any talk to each other to a quiet minimum.

· I reserve the right to ask students whom I judge is disrupting the classroom environment to leave, resulting in an instant absence deduction of 5% of total grade.

Suggestions

· Check email & course website throughout the week for any course news or updates.  Syllabus updates will be posted, and announced by email and in the website’s course news.

· It’s best to contact me by email, (liu.737@osu.edu).  I try to reply to email within 24 hours.  For longer questions, see me before/after class or at my office hours.  To get class assignments if you missed class, check your email or course website, or ask a friend in class before you ask me.
· Email me questions about what we did in class or read.  “No question is stupid” – I mean it.  I can answer them at the beginning of next class, because probably other students have the same question.
· Get the phone/email of 2 others in the class, so you can get notes or updates if you miss class.
· It’s great to talk about the course material outside of class and share insights.  

· Clear, concise, effective writing in the essays is the key to doing well in this course.  I highly encourage you to use the free services of the Writing Center, which works with you one-on-one, confidentially, to improve your writing.  Send them a draft of your paper.  Check them out at: http://cstw.osu.edu, 614-688-4291.

· I unfortunately cannot give feedback on your writing by email.  But I’ll be glad to look at your paper drafts with you during my office hours.

· Do come see me in my office hours during the term.  I’ll be glad to chat with you about questions, or any topics of your interest.  You don’t have to have a “problem” to see me!  You can just drop by during office hours, but it’s best to email me to let me know you are coming, so I can make sure we have time to chat.

Disclaimer

I have intentionally chosen readings & films that offer a range of different interpretations and viewpoints, some of which argue against each other.  The points of view expressed in the course material do not necessarily reflect my views or those of the University.  

Our common task is to evaluate everything thoughtfully, because an opinion you disagree with is instructive to all of us.  You are NOT required to agree with what you read or hear (including from me), but ARE required to give every idea careful consideration and respect for those expressing them.

You are welcome to argue for your own point of view in a constructive manner.  You will be graded not for which side you come down on in a debate, but how well you argue for it (using well-documented facts, materials from our course, methodical reasoning, etc.). 

Readings 

The “NELC 597 Class Schedule” lists the theme, reading assignments due, and class agenda for each meeting for the quarter.  It is found in a separate file with that name on the course website.  The readings or paper are to be completed by the class meeting that lists that assignment. 

All readings for this class are contained in 3 required books below in the box, and in articles available on the course website as PDF files or links.  See Class Schedule for full listing.  The books can be bought at SBX Bookstore, 1806 N. High Street (across from Sullivant Library & Ohio Union), phone 614-291-9528, www.sbx-osu.com
If SBX runs out, let me know immediately, and search for these books at other campus bookstores, like UBX, Barnes & Noble at South Campus Gateway, online, etc.

Some of these books are also on reserve at the Sullivant Library and can be taken out for 2 hours at a time.  Some of the films watched in class are also on reserve here.

Abdo G. 2000. No God but God : Egypt and the triumph of Islam. Oxford ; New York: Oxford University Press.

White JB. 2003. Islamist Mobilization in Turkey: A Study in Vernacular Politics. Seattle: University of Washington Press.

Varzi R. 2006. Warring souls : youth, media, and martyrdom in post-revolution Iran. Durham: Duke University Press.




